HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
and Clive, later on Lord Clive for his meritorious services,
the sarddr of the English army with sepoys who bore the
enemy hatred, to subdue the town and the fort of Arcot and
thus exhibit their courage. The Khan marched with Clive
through the frontiers of Tondaman, and Tanjore, reached
Dewnampattan and (thence) Chennapattan, where they put in
order their army and implements of war and then started for
Arcot. On hearing this news, the elder brother of Husayn
Dost Khan, by name Muhammad All Khan, the na'ib at Arcot,
fled away with his baggage and equipage towards Vellore. So
without any obstruction from any one, the invaders freety
entered the fort of Arcot on 22nd of the respectable Shawwal
of the year 1164 A.H. and hoisted the Hags of the exalted
ruler. As soon as the picture was formed on the silk of their
desire, they set in order the towers and battlements of the fort,
collected provisions and took a firm stand expecting battle.
George Pigot to Clive, transcribed on pp. 87-89 of the Volume N"o. 287,
24, in the Orme Mss. O.V. (see p. 216 of S. C. Hill's European Manuscripts
in the India Office Library, Vol. II, Part I, Orme Collection), we learn that
Pigot advised Clive to maintain himself at Arcot, rather than in Timiri to
which place Clive had suggested to the Governor he should retire in case of
attack by the enemy. This letter shows that Clive was not fully aware of
the political value of his own exploit.
That the Nawwab himself had fully appreciated the consequence of a
diversion to Arcot is seen in a letter (No. 43, 287 of Orme Mss. O.V.) in the
above collection, from Governor Saunders to Clive, dated 26th Sep. 1751,
enclosing copy of letter from Captain Cope at Trichinopoly and advising
retention of Arcot. "The possession of Arcot is deemed of the utmost
consequence.    It does not appear	whether you intend for Madras.
It is my opinion that you should keep in motion in the Arcot districts, as
your being at Madras will carry with it the air of a retreat and possibly
damp those spirits that your taking possession of Arcot has raised." See the
paper on The Diversion to Arcot in 1751: its genesis by C. S. Srinivasachari
in the Proceedings of the All India Modern History Congress, First session
Poona 1935, Part II, pp. l<°-23.
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